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On-going Formation.

The General Curia, in its program of action foB20has dedi-
cated this year on the continuity of formation lne tlife of each and
every Stigmatine confrere. In the Constitutionstlué Founder, St.
Gaspar Bertoni refers to it as “on-going progre@é” part, chap. 1).
The first means of “achieving spiritual progresspiayer” (CF 47).
“The confreres and community will constantly updaed renew
themselves. Superiors will consider on going fororats a primary
duty” (Cons. 46).

It is good that some of our confreres in the Vigevihce
have participated in the"®Stigmatine International Meeting of Reli-
gious Life in Sezano, Verona, Italy; which had ang formation as
a theme. This International Conference looked atfitst years of
ministry, the middle age, and the third stage oWahg down in active
ministry and preparation for retirement.

But perhaps we need, first of all, to describe deafine our
terms. What does on-going formation mean? In pdei¢ what does
it mean and involve in the Stigmatine formatiorgemeral? What are
the confreres to do in the on-going formation? Ve the agents of
this project?

By way of definition, we may recall the words of aul to
Timothy: “I remind you to rekindle the gift of Gothat is within
you” (2 Tm 1:6). In another text, the Apostle wsitéDo not neglect
the gift you have, which was given you by prophetiterance when
the elders laid their hands upon you. Practiceettdigties; devote
yourself to them, so that all may see your progréake heed to your-
self and to your teaching; hold to that, for bydsdng you will save
both yourself and your hearers” (1 Tm 4:14-16). Sehevords of St.
Paul to Timothy can be used to define the procéss-going forma-
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tion for both consecrated and priestly life. Borimogvthe words of Pope
John Paul II: “Paul asks Timothy to “rekindle”, stir the flame, the
divine gift he has received, mush as one might db the embers of a
fire, in the sense of welcoming it and living ittadthout ever losing or
forgetting that “permanent novelty” which is chaeacstic of every gift

from God, who makes all things new (cf. Rev 21&5)d thus living it

out in its unfading freshness and original bea@®DV 70).

Paul believes in the dynamic power given to Tingadlring his
consecration. But he also believes that for theebepkeep of the grace
of consecration, Timothy needs to renew himselstamtly. The same
dimension applies to a religious or priest; byuartof their consecra-
tion they have received grace upon grace, andttiays need to renew
it in themselves.

It is imperative that we, confreres, understand tuantinuing
formation, is an intrinsic requirement of our réhigs consecration. On-
going formation achieves better results if it issdly connected with
the initial formation. On-going formation is notr@petition of the for-
mation acquired in the seminary, simply reviewedegpanded with
new and practical suggestions. “On-going formatimolves relatively
new content and specially methods; it develops harmonious and
vital process which — rooted in the formation rgediin the seminary —
calls for adaptations, updating and modificatiobat without sharp
breaks in continuity.” (PDV 71).

| will like to see on-going formation, in the werdbf Amedeo
Cencini, having itdocus propriumwithin our community life. The pri-
mary function of the community is to educate. Liyiith others inevi-
tably leads one to discover aspects of one’s ovanacher lacking ma-
turity. Living with others forces oneself to bringt the best in oneself.
It promotes Christian virtues such as mutual respetience and per-
severance. These are the virtues needed mosthg &ietginning of pas-
toral ministry, but more so even within the fratgrrof experienced
confreres.

Personal relationships, cordial and mature affectpurified of
childish traits, facilitate the process of eduaatio the religious life.
Such relationships build up fraternity and imbue thembers with a
solid sense of their particular charism, at the esaime avoiding the
temptation to reduce it to the level of one’s oviailites. Well ordered
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WINTER COURSES. There will be courses held on St.

Paul — since from the 20une 2008 to 29June 2009
has been declared the PAULINE YEAR. There is an op-
portunity of going deeper into the Apostle’s lifgdugh

the lecturers of Fr. Nicolas King SJ. These willHadd at

St. John Vianney Seminary from the"220 24" July
2008. The confreres in South Africa and Botswaré an
the Lay Associates are encouraged to attend.

CONDOLENCES. We extend our sincere heartfelt condo-

lences to the Province of Sacred Heart on the defath
Bro. Giovanni Piccolo who died at a very old ag®)(9

Also, an extension of our sincere heartfelt condo-
lences to the Province of Holy Spouses on the death
of Bro. Richard Spencer. May they rest in peace.

To our Brother Novice, Katleho Philip Molikoe-
Letsoara who lost his sister who passed away on the
2nd July 2008.

POSTULANCY: On the 12" July, the community of Brits

will be awaiting the arrival of two (2) candidaties Pos-
tulancy. Those who were admitted to enter Postylanc
are James Mulenga Mwamba, Zambian; and Felix Shad-
rack Magombo, Malawian. A week long retreat hasbee
prepared for them at Sediba Hermitage Centre with F
Joseph Anthofer OMI from the 14to 18" July 2008.
The inauguration of the Postulancy will be on Synda
the 2@" July 2008 with Solemn Vespers at 17h30 at
Brits. Fr. Daniel Giacomelli has been mandatedfficio
ate while Fr. Nel Matlala will accept the candidatmn
behalf of Fr. Benedict Leseteli (formator) who is for-
mation courses in Cedara, Kwazulu-Natal.



INFORMATION

STUDY DAY. With the facilitation of Bishop Kevin
Dowling CSSR, of Rustenburg, a day will be held to
look at the ‘challenges facing religious life todayhis
will be held in Wildwoods on the #8July 2008. We will
begin at 09h00 till 17h00. Please prepare yourseloe
this.

VP ASSEMBLY. This was scheduled to be held on th& 29
July, it has been postponed due to the non-avéijabf
many other confreres. Next assembly will be held as
scheduled.

COUNCIL OF SUPERIORS. The Vice Provincial Superior
will be participating in the Stigmatine Council 8@iperi-
ors to be held in Brasilia, Brazil from the™® 20" July
2008.

STIGMATINE ASSOCIATES. On the 18 June 2008, dur-
ing the celebration of the Feast of St. Gaspardderthe
following lay faithful were formally enrolled anddk a
promise as Lay Stigmatine Associates: Mrs. Maggie M
langa, Ms. Sinah Raphokwane, Mr. Luigi Masse, Mr.
Levy Nkwana, Ms. Lerato Mokono, Mrs. Joyce Dit-
shoke, Ms. Pulane Mambo and Mr. Isaac Radebe.

GOOD NEWS. Fr. Patrick Rakeketsi, Vice Provincial Supe-
rior, has been appointed by the South African Qatho
Bishops’ Conference as a member of the Theological
Advisory Commission. This is a consultative bodyclih
helps the Bishops on theological matters. Congratul
tions!

community life, with its set times for prayer, dtion and socializing is
conducive to spiritual growth, creates a commonesangth among the
members. Instruments of integration like collatiooemmon projects,
discernment, fraternal correction, common meals, leglp all members
of the community advance in common sanctity.

It goes without saying that in the community, besidhe individual re-
sponsibility expected from a confrere within hisymmal ministry, every
community member has a duty to foster his own #gndthe most pow-
erful formative influence is the testimony of fratity among the mem-
bers of the community besides obvious differendegeosonalities, life
styles, opinions, methods of pastoral ministry, Kgmounds, socio-
cultural upbringing etc.

Thus the community becomes the companion of aremnin his
journey of faith in the pastoral ministry. It shdude seen with an eye of
koinonia, sharing the common good, sharing the bread ofjahmey,
cum-pane

Fr. Patrick Rakeketsi: Vice Provincial Superior

Photos from the Stigmatine International
Conference on Religious Life, held at Sez-

ano, Verona, ltaly (23 June - 06 July 2008)



COMMUNITY NEWS: BRITS COMMUNITY

Ordination to Diaconate

It is almost a month now since | was ordained tacDnate, which
was on the 1"8June 2008. The celebration was at the Parish. @fdSeph in
Oukasie (Brits). It is only about six months thawds transferred from the
community of Mmakau.

The six months that | stayed here has been for meraerful ex-
perience, though very challenging. It did not take much time to adapt to
the community life but it was really challenging adapt to the pastoral
work and to people of Oukasie. But through the suppf the confreres
who were patient with me, slowly things are coniintg place.

Community life has been the source of my couragksarength and |
must say that working under Fr. Nel Matlala hasnbaaeal pleasure, be-
cause of his dedication and organized pastoral wdekhas so many bril-
liant ideas for pastoral work and | have learnddtdrom him. The parish
community of St. Joseph has improved a lot in midnygs because of his
dedication to pastoral work.

The presence of the community in the same prenhigesalso con-
tributed a lot to the better organization of theigfabecause, unlike in the
past when it used to share one priest with othestations, now it can grow
to lips and bounds. The confreres are working tuayeto see to it that there
is always the celebration of the Eucharist on Susidand during the week. |
have really learned a lost since | arrived in thasish and | am still hoping
to learn even more during my probation as a deazspecially on the pas-
toral side. It is in the same situation that | ywasparing myself for my dea-
conate ordination and | must say that my diacooaténation was a very
wonderful and special celebration.

My sincere thanks are also extended to the peafp®t. Joseph, un-
der Fr. Nel their parish priest, Brother Cephas &hda, who went out
wholeheartedly to make sure that the whole cel@rag successful.

The structures of pastoral work are clear andligigted. I'm hoping
to continue on the same structures bearing in migdspecial ministries
that pertain to my diaconate. So, among many otterstries | will put
more emphasis to studying from the parish priedtyimg to revive other
ministries: to revive the spirit of the small Ciia$m communities, bringing
hope to those who are sick, bringing hope to thelse have lost their part-
ners, reviving the spirit of lapsed Catholics, wodkwith different lay so-
dalities, formation of your people, helping in adtetical programs.

From:
Deacon Paul Mothobi Tatu



